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Acclaimed suspense novelist and New York Times best-selling

author Joe Hill (Heart-Shaped Box) creates an all-new story
of dark fantasy and wonder: Locke & Key.

‘Written by Hill and featuring artwork from Gabriel Rodriguez, Locke & Key tells of
Keyhouse, an unlikely New England mansion, with fantastic doors that transform all who
dare to walk through them... and home to a hate-filled and relentless creature that will not
rest until it forces open the most terrible door of them all...

“Its great!...The art here by Gabriel Rodriguez  “Solid pacing and plot twists, combined with
is some of the finest stuff in comics today... The  Rodriguez's clean lines and detailed pencils make
team of Hill and Rodriguez is top notch!" Locke & Key a lock for best horror book of the week”

- Blair Butler, Fresh Ink - Wizard Magazine

“In a year of auspicious comics debuts, Joe Hill turned in one of the few comics that truly came from a
different place. Written with skill that makes me jealous, courage that makes me smile, and honesty and
brutality that makes me want to see what comes next. Okay, I'm officially a fan.”
- Ed Brubaker, Eisner Award-winning writer
“Holy S#%@! This is intense, mar..
you have got to pick up this comic!”
- Pete LePage, Pulp Secret

“A modern suspense thriller
meets something more wondrous
and magical”

-1GN.com

Locke & Key creator Hill is a
past recipient of the Bram Stoker
Award, the World Fantasy Award,
the International Thriller Award, and

the Sydney J. Bounds Best Newcomer
Award. This collection of the first Locke &
Key storyline features an introduction by
Robert Crais, author of the best-selling
Elvis Cole novels.
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Joe Hill is the author of a novel, Heart-
Shaped Box, and a collection of stories, 20th
Century Ghosts. He is currently at work on a
new novel, The Surrealist's Glass. The worst
comic book he ever read was still a pretty good
time. He has a Web site, joehilliction.com
where you can find out stuf,
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oMb
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Gabriel Rodriguez is a supremely gifted

Chilean artist and co-creator of the twisted but wonderful
world of Locke & Key. The invitation to participate in the
fantastic journey of the surviving members of the Locke
family, conceived by Joe Hill, has become a dream
project made real for Gabriel. He asks that readers
unlock their hearts and minds, and accept an invitation
into new realms and tales, thriling experiences, and
secret places that his efforts craft into a vivid universe.

In addition to his current work in Locke & Key, Gabriel
has collaborated with IDW on Clive Barker’s The Great
And Secret Show, Beowulf, and George A. Romero's
Land of the Dead, as well as several S/ comics.
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ISBN: 978-1-60010-237-0
1100908 1 2345
Locke & Key created by Joe Hill and Gabriel Rodriguez
www.idwpublishing.com
LOGKE & KEY:WELCOVE TOLOVEGRAFT VOLUVE 1, SEPTEVBER 2008, FIRST PRINTING.Locke & Keysrt © 2008 Jo Hil r© eaand Desin i, LLC. Al s rserved.
Sarta Fe S, San Diego,CA 82108 T IDW ogo's fgisered nhe US. Pent and Trademark Offce.
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Grignaly pubished o5 LOCKE & KEY. WELCOVE TOLOVECRAFT s #1-5.






images/00004.jpeg
WELCOME T0 L0V ECRAFT

WRITTEN BY

Tt WLl
GABRIEL RODRIGUEZ





images/00007.jpeg
[

=
=117
=

)

& ,\\ ‘
\
[t

N\
-
A

i
I

i,






images/00006.jpeg
— .
e
e s

—_—






images/00009.jpeg





images/00008.jpeg
by Robert Crais

| was in London to promote a book called The
Watchman, slamming between BBC radio
interviews and bookstore stock signings when
my UK publicist says, “We have another
American writer in town. Shall we join up for
lunch?”

So the two American writers got together,
hunkering down over fish and potatoes in a hip
little London restaurant not far from Trafalgar.
The other guy was a tall, friendly dude with a
thick beard, black duster, and easy smile-Joe
Hill.

After swapping a couple of obligatory “touring
writer” stories as we got to know each other, we
discovered a mutual passion: Baseball. Being
from Los Angeles, | bleed Dodger blue. Joe, from
New England, is a hardcore member of Red Sox
Nation. This was a perfect conversational match
because so many ex-Dodgers were then playing
for Boston (Julio Lugo and J.D. Drew among
them, both of whom would bat over .330 in the
upcoming post-season), and ex-BoSox were
taking the field in Chavez Ravine (ace starting
pitcher Derek Lowe and All-Star infielder Nomar
Garciaparra, to name only two). Our British
hosts probably glazed over as Joe and | rattled
on-not about horror novels and crime fiction,
but Derek Lowe's durability, J.D. Drew's
commitment to the game, and whether or not
the BoSox had the stuff to make it to the 2007
World Series (they did, crushing the Colorado
Rockies in four games, much to Joe Hill's no
doubt considerable delight).

After lunch, we swapped books as our
respective publicists dragged us away for more
interviews, and | spent the rest of my tour and the
long flight home sucking down Heart-Shaped
Box. | immediately bought 20th Century Ghosts,
and devoured the short stories. Then Chris Ryall
dropped the first three Locke & Key scripts
on me.

When baseball scouts judge player talent,
they consider five tools: Hitting for average,
hitting for power, how fast the guy can run, how
well he can throw, and how well he can catch.
The very best players—think A-Rod or Ken
Griffey, Jr—can do it all: Crack a key
single when it counts or slam a home
run, steal a base, throw out a
runner, or make one of those
spectacular hauling-ass-back-to-
the-ball-over-the-shoulder catches.
Most players in the bigs show two
or three tools, but the very best
players have all five.

Joe Hill is a five-tool player.
Check it out. A fabulous first
novel. The killer short stories,
which require a different skil set
than writing a novel. And,

/ %{g'aﬂrn//l
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)

£
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now, this amazing graphic novel, which is an
entirely different form of storytelling than novels
or short stories. I'm betting dollars to donuts it
won't be long before we see Hill's byline on a
major motion picture.

The scripts for the first three issues of Locke
& Key blew me away. And this was even before
Gabriel Rodriguez's stunning art, which has
been hauntingly colored by Jay Fotos to achieve
exactly the right tone and mood. From
Keyhouse's imposing lines to murderer Sam
Lesser’s listless, watery eyes; in the depiction of
Tyler Locke's withdrawal to the pain burned into
Kinsey's face, the art and story are perfectly
matched to reveal not only the characters, but a
steadily mounting tension that will creep you
out, surprise you, and is guaranteed to keep you
turing the pages.

| read the scripts in a single evening, then
pleaded with Ryall for more.

Locke & Key is a graphic novel of the richest
kind, presenting a story and characters
conceived with all the depth of a ful-blown
novel, yet perfectly rendered by both writer and
artists to take advantage of the graphic medium.
Here we have these three lost children—the
oldest brother, Tyler, who feels responsible for
his father's death; Kinsey, the middle sister, who
has already saved her younger brother once,
and is now trying to save herself; and six-year-
old Bode, who may well be the key, so to speak,
to their survival—hauled across the country by
their mother after their father is murdered by a
homicidal student; these three kids who are at
once real because of the secrets they carry, and
how the author subtly intertwines their personal
stories with the mysteries of Keyhouse and the
forces that have drawn them home. (Memo to
the Locke family: You want to rebuild your lives,
you sure as hell do NOT retreat to a town called
Lovecraft)

Locke & Key works so well, | think, because it
resonates with basic fears that all of us share—
our loss of innocence; that we might unwittingly
hurt someone we love; that revealing ourselves
in a moment of weakness might inevitably lead
to our undoing. Or worse. This is the stuff of
great stories, and when the author tosses in
thrills, chills, and the promise of worse things
waiting, the reader is in for a helluva ride.

As the Locke family arrives in Lovecraft, Tyler
laments that a high school kid can only be one
thing=the jock, the slut, the smart kid, or the
victim.

If Joe Hill was only one thing, it would be this:
An amazing story-teller.

Welcome to Lovecraft.

Welcome to Locke & Key.

Welcome to Joe Hill's house.
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'STILL BE STUCK N THIS
PLACE. THE DOOR TO
THE WELL-HOUSE IS
MAGIC; TOO.

ECHOES CAN
COME TO LIFE IN
HERE-BUT THEY

CAN'T STEP THROUGH

THAT DOOR

FADING AWAY.

IT'S OKAY,
THOUGH. TM
USED TO IT. THIS
WELL IS MY
HOME.

HOW LONG
WAVE 40U BEEN
DOWN THERE?

RIGHT NOW,
1M YOUR ECHO.
WHEN YOUR FATHER
WAS A BOY, T USED
TO BE HIS ECHO.
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1 0ON'T HEAR
ANYTHING.

1. THAT'S WHY
T THINK I8
TIME.

THEY'RE NOT

LOOKING FOR YOU
BECAUSE SAM IS UP
THERE. TRYING IN HIS
CLUMSY WAY TO
GET ME WHAT T
WANT.

15 HE GOING
TOMLL M¢
‘Mow?

I THINK
THERE'S AN
EXCELLENT CHANCE
HELL KILL THEM

RUN AWAY
LITTLE BODE. RUN
AND GET THE
ANYWHERE KEY
AND BRING IT TO
ME. STRAIGHT

DON'T BE SEEN
AND DON'T TRY
AND GET THE POLICE.
HELL KILL THEM FOR
‘SURE IF HE SFES
POLICE, BODE.

NO ONE
HAS YELLED
FOR You FOR AT J§
LEAST HALF AN g
HOUR. %

THERE'S ONLY.
ONE PERSON WHO'
CAN TURN SAM
LESSER OFF AND
SAVE YOUR
FAMILY NOW.
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COME BACK,
'BODE, WHEN YOU'RE
NOT A GHOST. T
WONT HURT YOU. T
JUST WANT TO
TALK.

“WOU TALKED ME INTO IT.*
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JESUS,
SHE'S COVERED.
INBLOOD. WHAT'D.
wou—7

M5, LOCKE?
1 HOPE WOURE
LISTENING.

I'M OUT Here:
WITH T, THERE'S
SOMETHING T WANT.
SOMETHING YOUR.
HUSBAND WOULON'T
GIVE M.

1 HopE vou
AN, BECAUSE IF
YOU DON'T, T'M GOING
TO Kkl TWLER. THEN LM
MOVING ON T0 YOUZ
OTHER CHILOREN.

GIvE Me
WHAT I WANT,
M5, LOCKE, O
THEY ALL DIE.
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50 £ TOOK THE ULTIMATE
TREASURE—-FINDER 2000,
TO LOOK FOR LOST RICHES
BEHIND THE HOUSE.

L MADE THE ULTIMATE
TREASURE -FINDER USING
AFISHING ROD AND .
ADVANCED SCIENCE. IT'5
KIND OF TECHNICAL-.

L WASN'T GOING TO TELL.
MOM ABOUT BEING A GHOST,
BUT SHE ALREADY KNEW ALL.
ABOUT IT ANOWAY" 4

. anD

YoU WERE A

GHOST AGAIN
TODAY?

AND YoU
WENT T see
DAD?

LooKeD
AROUND BUT £
DION'T SEE HIM.

MAVEE He
DOESN'T KNOW

WE MOVED.

ELL. MAYBE
YOU'LL RUN INTO
HIM LATER. GIVE HIM
A Ki55 FROM MOM
IF YOU DO.

No MoRe
COMIC5 ABOUT THIS
AT 5CHOOL, BODE.
1775 FREAKING OUT M25.
CLARKHAM. YOU DON'T
WANT TO FREAK OUT
THE NEW TEACHER
THE FIRST NEEK.
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GO AHEAD.
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woce i 100N
oEhioc V12T
prk, T6SE G IT Was cooL

o
ANGMORE. BEING THE ONLY ONE
W ABOUT YOU.

LKE IN £.T. LIK
HAVING Ny ONN
ALIEN.

g
jou
WERE ALREADY
HERE
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GODDAMN
IT, RENNY.

IT/6 WELPED.
BEING WITH TiE,

KID5, F T COULON'T
Keep BUSY—
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M GLAD YOU
CAME DOWN TO SEE
ME TONIGHT. YOU
SAVED ME A STEP. T
WAS GOING TO HAVE
SAM BRING YOU
TO ME.

5AM?.
O, NO. OH,
NONONO.

HE KILLED

YoU KNEW
5OME THINGS,
ABOUT M DAD. 50
I FIGURED IF 40U
PEALLY AZE AN
ECHO, ¥OU MUST
B2 AN ECHO OF
SOMEONE WHO
NEW HIM.

THE ONLY THING
ABOUT HIM THAT
MATTERS, YOU

WANTED TO
KNOW WHO.

POOR, BRILLIANT SAM. DID
YOU KNOW THEY SKIPPED HIM
OVER EIGHTH GRADE, AFTER
HE FINISHED THE ENTIRE
YEAR'S READING IN
NINE DAYS?

BROUGHT YOU
'ROUND TO SEE ME/
BODE? SO LATE
AT NIGHT?

ESPECIALLY IF
YOU DECIDED YOU
DIDN'T TRUST ME

ANYMORE.

MY NAMES
ARE LEGION,
BODE. BUT T'1L
TELL YoU
WHAT.

IN A PLACE
CALLED ONCE
UPON-A-TIME, YOUR
DADDY WOULDVE
DONE ANYTHING TO
MAKE ME HAPPY.

AND BEFORE
TONIGHT IS
OVER, YOURE
GOING TO FEEL
THE SAME
WAY.
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CAN YOU
PROMISE NOT
TO SCREAM,

THEN T
THROW You
DOWN THE WELL.
AND T DON'T

BESIDES,
IF YOU'LL BE
GOOD, IN A FEW
MINUTES TLL
LET YOU GO

YOU'RE A LIAR.
JOU'RE JUST
SAYING THAT, LIKE
190U 5AID oU
COULON'T GET OUT
OF THE WELL.

WANT TO DO
THAT.

THAT WAS TRUE.
T DIDNT.
CLIMB.

AND THIS IS
THE TRUTH, TOO.

1 PROMISE, AND T KEEP
ALL MY PROMISES. T
BET EVEN YOUR
MOTHER CAN'T
SAY THAT.

BUT YOU CAN'T.
GO THROUGH THE
FRONT DOOR WITHOUT
FADING AWAY. YOU

Al

NO. THAT WAS
TRUE. T REALLY
AM AN... AN ECHO
OF MY FORMER SELF.
BUT T WON'T BE
LEAVING BY THE

THE
ANVNHERE KEY.
BUT T DON'T
KNOW WHERE T

FATHER TOOK PAINS
TO MAKE THAT ONE
HARD TO FIND... AS IF
ANY OF THE KEYS TO
THIS PLACE COULD

YOURE A
SMART BOY,
BODE. T THINK BY
NOW YOU ALREADY
KNOW HOW WE'RE
GONG TO
FIND IT.
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YOU KNOW,
RENDELL AND £
USED TO PLAY A

GAME LIE THIS. WE'D
PRETEND THE DOORS IN
KEUHOUSE WERE MAGIC
AND WHEN YOU WALKED
THROUGH THEM 40U
COULD CHANGE
INTO STUFF.

Lie
WARRIORS OR

FUNNY ¥OU
SHOULD 5AY THAT.,
TAGE ALOOK AT
WHAT BODE BROUGHT
HOME FROM
5CHOOL.

STHE OLD LIFE WAS GONE,
WHETHER 90U STAYED ON
THE WEST COAST OR NOT.

HE DREW A

COMIC ABOUT oW

WE SPENT His
SUMMER. GREAT
STUFF ABOUT DADDY
GETTING 5HOT TO
DEATH,

MY EAVORITE
PART 15 THE BIT AT
THE END, WHERE HE

IMAGINES WALKING
THEOUGH A MAGIC
D0OR, AND TURNING
INTO A/ GHOST, 50 HE

CAN BE CLOSE TO
HiS DAD,

oH veAH,
RENDELL TOLD
ME ABOUT THIS
GAME ONCE 02
TWICE. USUALLY
WHEN HE WAS
WASTED.

W MUSTVE
SAID SOMETHING
TO BODE ABOUT IT,
AND IT STUCK WITH
HIM. CANT 549 T/M
SURPRISED HES
HUNG UP ON THE
102A.
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50 DID YOU. Hev, BODE,

CATCH A BIG MESS 40U WANT TO

OF FREALIES? | GOT NOT SHINE THAT

AFEW BUT THEWRE THING IN My —
FAST LITTLE—
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WHEN YOU'RE DEAD, YU 6O
PLACES IN BRIGHT FLAHE!

WHACK-A~BODE, BUT NOW,
5| Henevee :ﬂ»{h’s TOPLAY

COTHER TIMES, THINGS
gET AL BE IﬁI/YAW

B2 TiEd ere
THIKKING ABOUT ¥0U."

NSOMETIMES YU GO TO SOMEONE JUST
\CAUSE YOU WERE THINGNG ABOUT THEM.

I BET IT'5 REALLY
BAD FOR Hi5 SKIN. YOU
GET WRINGY WHEN
VOU'RE IN THE WATER
T0O LONG AND IF HE.
DOESN'T WATCH OUT,
HE'LL GET ALL OLD.
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_TEEN
SUIZIDE 15 ON
THE RISE IN THE
U.5. FOR THE
THIRD STRAIGHT
YEAR..

VANDALIZED
THiS SYNAGOGUE .
THE 60V
BESPONSIBLE TOLD
POLICE THEY DI IT

ON A DARE.

.. POLICE 5A¢
Fi5 YOUNGEST
VICTIM WAS A

13-YEAR-OLD GlRL
HE MET IN AN
ONLINE CHAT...

PFC
LON COONEY.
ENLISTED AFTEE,
HiGH SCHOOL AND
WAS ONLY.
NINETEEN WHEN
A ROADSIDE
BOMS...

MAVBE L JUST HAD.
THE WRONG KEY, BUT £
SWEAR THE LOCKS IN
THIS HOUSE WAVE
MINDS OF THEIR
OWN...

... BEATEN

INTO A COMA

DURING A HAZING
@iriaL...

WiAT
vouwP o,
e WATCHING
THE NEWs,
WAITING FOR
SporTS.

NOTHING

LDION'T

ALZEADY
KNOW.

pasSENGER
15 A% BEEN

CONSUMED BY FIRE, JUST
TWO BLOCKS FROM THE.

BURRILL 5TREET STATION.
NOWoRp YET ON THE

CAUSE BUT WE'RE
GOING LIVE]
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SAFTER MY DAD
DIED, THEY PUT
Hipt N AN OVEN

Y| e rizsT e 1 piEo ano TueneD [P
INTO A GHOST IT WAS REALLY 5CARY.
A

| S
VB @ 1B

BUT M BROTHER TYLER SAID
COULON'T PEEL IT. Ms
BEOTHEE SAI0 e WASNT IV

00 VI DION'T UNPERSTAND THLER
G LN fof PN L THEN, BUT 1 DO NOW. IT’5 LIKE
WE BURNED AN EMPTY 50CK."
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BUT [T DION'T 60
LIKE £ THOUGHT.

“Z TOLD KINSEY ABOUT
WATCHING HER WHEN £
WAS 4 GHOST, BUT SHE
JUST THOUGHT I WA5
SPYING ON HER AND
USED THE F-WORD.

R

s

W 22 asee0 rviee i e panreo ro AL You DON'T
COME BE A GHOST WITH ME AND £ . A WAVE TO WALK or
MADE THE PUPPY DOG FACE, TOO . | THRONG A MABIC AND DON

000RTO GET DEAD. n MAKE THAT
: | srviee uas a AL LY wago Tne SN wt \ WEDLITHE
S| 54YiNG NO TO THE PUPPY D0G FACE * |8 FREERT.

VL TOLD CAPTAIN STUPID HE BETTER
GET USED TO COLD SHONERS.*

46
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INSEY WAS THINKNG.
ABOUT

TOOK ME THERE. WINSEY USED TO
HAVE ROCK STAR HAIR
BUT WHEN WE MOVED
TO LOVECRAFT SHE.
CHANGEL IT. NOW SHE
DOESN'T LOOK LIKE
HERSELE AT ALL.

SoHe Was e

SHE WASN'T
REALLY THERE.

VI I SHOWED KINSEY AND
TYLER ABOUT HOW FUN IT
15 TO BE A GHOST, THEY
WOULON'T FEEL 28 BAD
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED
TO OUR FATHER.*

SHE WAS REALLY ON

THE ROOF Wi

ME AGAIN.

STHAT'S WHERE WE
HID TO KEEP FROM.
BEING SHOT LIKE DAD.

; 924

L COULD TELL THAT'S
WHAT SHE WAS THINCING
ABOUT. NOT BECAUSE T

WAS A GHOST. JUST.
BECAUSE 1 COULD TELL.
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HOW WAS THAT
STEAL-AND-CUEESE
goME?

You GoT T0
TELL YOUR MA
T0 5T0P SENDING
ME FOOD. ITLL.
SPOIL MY GIRLISH
FGURE

ACTUALLY MY
UNCLE THOUGHT
YOU'D WANT
THAT. HE DOES
MOST OF THE
COOKING.

£ WisH vouR
MA WOULDN'T
WORRY 50 MUCH,

/M OUT HERE, AND
THERE'S ABOUT A
THOUSAND MILES
OF OCEAN TO THE

BACK OF THE
House.

1776 NOT
LiKE ANYTHING 15
GOING TO HAPPEN
7O THE LITTLE
QU INHI5 OWN
BACKYARD.

WHAT'S
WITH THg:
FIREAY
HILTON?

BODE JUST
HAD TO HAVE 50ME
LIGHTNING BUGS AND

MOM DOESN'T LIKE HIM

OUT5IDE ALONE AFTER

DARK. NOT WITH...
40U KNOW.






images/00040.jpeg





images/00039.jpeg





images/00102.jpeg
UL GET THE
LIGHT SWITCH
Np—

600D THING
GRAM SENT
SOME MORE WINE.
OTHERNISE WE'D BE
DOWN TO OUR LAST
300 BOTLES.

MOM 15 GOING
TO NEED AT
LEAST A MONTH
TO DRING ALL
THIS.

_FOR A

MEDIEVAL
TORTURE
CHAMBER.

LET'S PUT
THESE UP ON

THE SHELF OVER
\ " THege.
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R
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55S

MY LITTLE BROTHER
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WE CAN'T RUN TOGETHER BECAUSE
2€ DONE RUNNING, 90
D ASKIF |

A %
N
ANYNAY, T/VE GOT
SOME READING T
BRI AT T
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suouonT
WAVE SEEN N A
FUCEING Joveriie
OETENTION.

- NDERSTAND vOUR
‘FeeLNGS BUT THEY
FELT THEY COULDN'T HoLD
"R 17-4E A =00 BOw WITH
AN ADULT POPULATION
'BEF0LE Hio TEIAL.

89 NOW, £VERY
FoLice oFFiceR IN
THE COUNTRY HAS AN
EYE OUT FOF 5AM
L5562, BUT FOR
YoUe peACe OF
MIND...
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= iy,
‘k 2, g

CoMg N AND
ACE 50ME FIRS
Yoar

==
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MoM, BoDE
15 BEING WEIRD
AND ANNOYING.

WL YoU

PLEASE—

UNSEY—CAN
[T WAIT? THIS [5
DETECTIVE MUTUCY.
HE'S WITH THE 5TATE
POLICE. HE AND T

WAVE THINGS TO
TALK ABOUT.

WHY DON'T 4oU
D0 SOMETHING IN
YOUR ROOM?
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HOW LONG ARE THERE GOING TO BE =
COP5 PARKED IN FRONT OF OUR HOUSE?* -

= P
’ L DON'T KNOW. FOR NOW.* v

2TEY

50 THEY THING—" |53

4D EVER LEARNED
ABOUT HIM. MORE.
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MOTHER
MARY ON
THE RAG.

o 15 THAT
BN Loveczart o
THERE? ACROSS
THE BAYP
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I HAVE THREE CHILOREN, DON'T TALK TO ME ABOUT
PEACE OF MIND. THAT MAKE'S ME WANT TO SCREAM.*

2y WELL. BUT I CAN TELL YoU
TYPICALLY RECAPTURED WITHIN TWENTS
IALLY WITHIN THREE MILES OF THE PRI

SAND REALISTICALLY, THERES NO REASON TO THINCHE
KNOWS WHERE YU AGE, O WOULD EVER COME EAST.*
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BUT POES
T MEAN
ANYTHING?

No. THAT'S
THE OTHER
WAY THE Joke
605,

THAT'S HOW
I REMENBER IT
FROM WHEN T
WAS AKID.
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HE'S NOT
COMING. HE'S
DONE WITH US. AND
F HE DOES TUEN UP,
E BETTER HOPE
THE COP5 GET
HIM

THE NEXT
HOMICIDAL MANIAC

£ THOUGHT DAD 5AID IT
WASN'T SAZE TO HAVE A
GUN [N THE HOUSE . ‘CAUSE,
'YOU KNOW, ¥ BODE FOUND
IT 08 SOMETHING...

voug
DAD WASN'T
AVAILABLE TO
EXPRESS Hi5
OPINION,

WHO COMES OUR WAY
15 GOING TO FIND
ANOTHER HOMICIDAL
MANIAC WAITING
FOR HiM.

1T/ IN THe
TABLE, BY My
820, WHICH 15
WHERE TO LOOK
FOR IT IF YOU NEED
IT. L ALREADY
TOLD TY.

SHOULD We
STAY HOME
FROM 5CHOOL
UNTIL THEY.
CATCH HIM?

You WaNT
TO 5TAY HOMET?
DETECTIVE MUTUKY
OFFERED TO HAVE YOU
AND T4 DRIVEN TO
5CHOOL IN A 5QUAD
CAR F YOURE
AFRAD—

wTo 15
wAtiT o SOME KD 0F v, 1

2oV AFRICAN NAME, HIM ABOUT THAT
BE OVER. 1 GUes 175 A TRIBAL NAME, T
GUESS HE CAME HERE
e WHEN HE WAS 4 BOY.
N THE NEWS )\ MEANS “8opN AT
AND EVERYONE'S 2 HHORT:
GOING TO 5TARE
AT ME. KIND OF GoT
ACUTE LITTLE
ACCENT, DOESN'T
HE—WHAT?
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HEW, KINGEY,
ou KNow volp
MoM—BoDE ! I WANTED

WHAT'S UP,
LITTLE MAN?

YoU CHASED
U5 DOWN'TO






images/00106.jpeg
THE KEYS.
GIVE ME ThE:
KEYS AND THIS
5T0P5 NOW.

THE Kev TO
ANOWHERE. AND THE
KEY TO THE BLACK
DOOR. YOU TOOK THEM.
DODGE WANTS THEM
BACK.

DoDGE SAID
4OU MIGHT NOT
REMEMBER. DODGE
51D GROWN-UPS.
DON'T BELIEVE.

SAM, YOU'RE
coneUseD. vou
NEED HELP, YOU
Neeo—AH/

st
THAT’S HOW KEYHOUSE TALKING ABOUT, AND LM GETTING
GO FORGET AN YOEE <00 VellohFave o) GaNg o Shest
.2 76 U2 Tiie p0gRs. guT WAAT YOUWANT A ifE, You BETTER
vou NE‘ENV Iﬁu%%’t*”m' 0. GeTTOIT.

4oU CAN
START WITH THE
ANYWHERE KEY.

WHAT ARE
40U DOING?
5TAY ON ¥OUR
WNEES.
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ON'T TRUST THE WOMAN WITH THE BAB!
SHE'5 BEEN STARING AT ME SINCE SAUGUS.

SHE KNOWS SOMETHING. T THINK SHE RECOGNIZED ME. IT'5 MY FACE.
MAYBE SHE SAW MY FACE IN THE PAPER. IT'5 HARD TO FORGET.

WHEN SHE GETS UP TO TALK TO THE DRIVER, HALF
A MILE FROM OUR LAST 5TOP IN LYNN, T KNOW.

AND £ KNOW WHAT
T0 00 ABOUT IT.

/M LESS THAN TEN
MILES FROM LOVECRAFT...

. AND KEYHOUSE .
AND DODGE.

DODGE SET ME FREE AND NOW
T HAVE TO RETURN THE FAVOR.

I JUST NEED THE Kev.
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AL THE
D0ORS? HoW
MANY DOORS
ARE THERE?

LOTS. DOORS
TO OTHER WORLDS.
'DOORS TO OTHER A}
POSSIBILITES. 4}

WANT TO
BE A GROWN-UP?. WITH THAT ONE
THERE'S ONE THAT YOU CAN OPEN ALMOST

WILL TURN YOU INTO ANY DOOR; AND STEP
AN OLD PERSON ‘THROUGH INTO ANYWHERE
e CLEAR PICTURE IN YOUR
THERE'S x HEAD OF WHERE YOU'RE
ANOTHER WILL GOING. UNLOCK YOUR
TURN YOU INTOA &Y BEDROOM AND STEP
GIRL, AND WOULD D INTO PARIS.
TURN YOUR SISTER i
INTO A BOY.

YoU CaN'T
GO THROUGH
THE FRONT DOOR
WITHOUT FADING
AWAY.

BUT WHAT
ABOUT 50ME
OTHER DOOR?

OH. OH.

NO ONE
HAS SEEN THE
ANYWHERE KEY FOR A
VERY LONG TIME: BODE. T
THINK YOUR FATHER HID
IT AWAY WHEN HE WAS A
CHILD. PROBABLY FOR
SOME VERY GOOD
REASON.

UNLOCK THE.
BATHROOM AND
COME OUT IN
DISNEYWORLD!
UNLOCK A CLOSET

o=
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£ grousHt vou
WarTED, THE igeo
AN THE oCI250ES,
catcur”

Oioue i

WATCH ouT.
uezz T

~

THANKS,
BODE, THESE ARE
/
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IT WAS VERY 5IMPLE ON THE ROOF.
THIS 15 WHAT 1 TOLD MYSELF:

ONE THING £ DID AFTER WE

MOVED WAS GET RID OF MY
OREADS. IT WA REALLY
HARD TG 0O.

| T

WHEN THEY CAME TO KiLL US, T
WASN'T HEROIC. T WASN'T BRAVE.

LATER ON,
THEY FOUND
BRUISES ON
MYLITTLE
BROTHER'S
THROAT.
THAT'S HOW
HARD £ WAS
SQUEEZING
HIM TO KEEP
HIM QUIET.

T JUST REALLY DID
WANT THEM TO HEAR U

BUT NO ONE AT MY NEW 5CHOOL.
KNOWS ANYTHING ABOUT ME
EXCEPT MY DAD GOT KILLED, AND.
1 FIGURED IF T SHOWED UP WITH
FREAKY HAIR, IT WOULD LOOK LIKE
A CRY FOR ATTENTION.

£ DON'T WANT TO
GIVE PEOPLE ONE
MORE REASON TO
STARE AT ME.

Z/VE GRONN UP ALOT IN THE LAST
YEAR. ONE THING I REALIZE NOW I5
THAT YOU ONLY ADVERTISE YOUR

S| POLITICAL BELIERS WITH A T-SHIRT

=N\ F YOU'RE SERIOUSLY INSECURE.

£

| 1775 KIND OF PATHETIC. BESIDES...

I'M STAVING UNDER THE
RADAR AND GETTING MY
CRAP TOGETHER AND MOST
OF THE TIME 1 FEEL LIKE
THINGS ARE ALL RIGHT.

EXCEPT NOW AND THEN
WHEN £ NOTICE MY OAN
EFALECTION AND JUMP
BECAUSE T DON'T KNOW
WHO'S STANDING THERE.

175 FUNNY WHEN
EVERY TIME YOU
LOOK IN THE MIgROR,
THERE'S AFACE
THERE 40U DON'T
EBXPECT TO 5E.
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WHEN THEY CAME TO KILL US, Mv 2

LITTLE BROTHER AND £ WENT-UP

ALADDER TO HIDE FROM THEM.
s

THAT'S HOW WE STAVED AL
MY PATHER WASN'T 50 LUK

HE'S BEEN DEAD FOR THREE
MONTHS AND THREE DAY,

WE MOVED ACRO55 TE COUNTEY
B AND NOW TVE GOT
A St

—LOVECRAFT, MASSACHUSETTS.
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GOING TO 51

T, v
FANTASY FOOTBALL
LEAGUE 15 BUNNING
0UR DRAFT AT
3:30.

1 SHOULD
HAVE YOUR
INET LIT UP
B9 LUNCH.

vouge
AMAN OF
GoD.

1L GeT vou
st o,
4OUR WORK. SECURITY BETWEEN ~LoT OF THESE KIDS
wou AND THe ARE MORE PITIFUL
OUTLANS. THAN DANGEROUS,
AND THERE [5N'T Ol
OF THEM WITH THE
WIT5 To—
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GET YoUR
BUTTS OUTTA
THE BLOCKS! YO
WEAR THE GUN,
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Age 4ou
o2
WHAT'D.
OU WA
3 INeED T
OF A JOKE.
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WHERE DO YOU
THING YOU'RE
0ING? /M NOT

ZAM.
IVE HAD

ENOUGH






images/00094.jpeg
FEELING BAD,
‘age You?

1M cooL,
KD, GoTWAN

NOW. GO'WAN AND

PLAY GHOST OR
SOMETHING.

T/VE HAD ENOUGH OF ALL OF IT.
OF WHO T AM. OF WHAT £ DID.

I'VE HAD ENOUGH BUT £ DON'T KNOW WHAT IT.
WOULD DO TO BODE IF 1 5TEPPED OUT THE DOOR.

)
7Y
THE LITTLE WEIRDO NEEDS SOMEONE TO TELL HIM

THE IMPORTANT STUFF. LIKE KNOCK-NOCK JOKES.

HE NEEDS 5OMEONE TO
PRETEND LIFE CAN BE LIKE
IT WAS. AND £ CAN PAKE IT
WITH THE BEST OF THEM.

2 >
176 JUST HARD. IT'6 \ A\

HARD WITHOUT ¥OU, DAD.

1 DION'T REALLY WANT

40U TO DIE. NOT EVER.
NO MATTER WHAT
L5400 5AM.
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s
IMPORTANT,
REALLY!

NogaNoCK
WHOSTHERE
Wro?

THAT'S IT7

BUT THAT... THAT

DOESN'T MEAN
"ANGTHING.

L WHAT, ARE
YU 50ME KiND
OF OWL?

GET 17
WHO-WHO? ARE:
YOU AN OWL7?
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15 THIS

LoOKS Nice. My
INCLE — MY DAD"S

M 5
THEY WiLL
SOMETINE.

THEY'RE JUST

50 BUSY.
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HEY, PAL,
WHAT'D ¥OU
54% YoUR
NAME 157

100NT.

UH-HUH,
GOTCHA. WELL,
A THIS 5 THE END OF
THE LINE. YOU WAIT
HERE A COUPLE
HoURS, YOU CAN
GeT THe 85,
THANK YOU.
1 APPRECIATS
EVERYTHING
YOU'VE DONE
FOR Me.

‘Course wou
CAN'T RIDE THE
BUS WITH NO
MONE.

wou Have
MoNEY?

60T
FRIENDS COMING
THROUGH HERE.
GUYS GET LONELY ON
THE ROAD. YOU COULD
MALE A COUPLE
BUCKS. T COULD SET
ou Up.

T HONT WATTER
ABOUT YOUR FACE. BACK IN
ToER U6 e b
B\ THe 5TALLS. GUYS DON'T
= CUeN Gt S0 100t

HELL, THEY

& L CAN MAGINE
£ B
i AN
ANGHOW. Z'M
QST LOOKiNG For
WAYS TO HELP.

WHAT HAPPENS
NexT 2 0P 70
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oy

I CAN HELP
WITH K\i;ﬂNLYAL ap.

BBTIONAL
HEALW
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